often attracted the attention of popularizers and critics, but by placing them in a proper context. Moreover, Cherny is fair and balanced. He shows Bryan at his best as an advocate of social change on behalf of the nation's laboring and dependent classes and at his worst as a pathetic anti-intellectual during the Scopes trial. Cherny's is not the last word on Bryan, but his book is a serious and intelligent one that students, scholars, and a general public can read with pleasure and profit. HUNTINGTON Chapter 7 discusses how big business's agreement to accept regulation "co-opted" the antimonopoly movement. The book closes with an "Epilogue," ending on page 156, in which Piott deplores the "co-optation" and its long-term consequences to the present day.. Perhaps we are meant to infer that these episodes and Missouri were typical, but scholarly studies have long shown great variation in thinking and behavior from state to state: among corn growers, wheat growers, and dairy farmers; between urban workers and those workersminers and railroad hands-who lived in out-of-the-way places; among different ethnic and religious groups; between natives and immigrants; and so on. Piott ignores all such differences. "By the turn of the century," he writes, "the pervasiveness of trust control over the ways of living, working, and doing business reminded consumers, workers, and small retailers that they were natural allies against a common enemy" (9). Piott uses no limiting adjectives in naming those three categories of victims. Indeed, countless sentences in the book begin with "People": "People in roles as consumers, housewives, workers, taxpayers, citizens, and merchants united against the street car monopoly" (70); "people, in their roles as consumers, increasingly pointed the finger of blame at the trusts" (73); "People, in the traditional sense of a moral economy, felt they were being cheated" (89); "People were upset as investors and producers" (112); "The people could agree that the problem was privilege" (124); "People defined democracy in the broadest possible sense" (153); and "People hoped to see the economic and political circumstances of their existence, those which were dominated by the process of industrialization and controlled by immense concentrations of corporate wealth and power, returned to a more equitable and responsible basis" (153-154). Piott does not document any of these generalizations.
The author uses his sources for illustration rather than for analysis or testing. Although he has "felt it important to endeavor to discover the actions and attitudes of people who" made the history he presents (185), he discusses only those who can fit into his good-guys-versusbad-guys model: businessmen guilty of "arrogance" (38, 88, 130), defending "corporate privilege which trampled the rights of citizens, homeowners, and taxpayers" (56), versus "the public" that "valiantly" struggled (144) against such odds that when the Chicago police defended the property of beef companies "violence became a justifiable action" (103).
Piott's sources reflect his bias. For example, to prove that the rise of big business in the late nineteenth century benefited only the capitalists, he relies on Paul H. Douglas's 1930 work Real Wages in the United States, 1890 States, -1926 . Douglas's analysis was refuted, however, by a wellknown work not mentioned in this book: Albert Rees, Real Wages in Manufacturing 1890 Manufacturing to 1914 Manufacturing (1961 . Piott does not mention relevant books that disagree with his conclusions, such as Samuel P. Hays, The Response to Industrialism, 1885 Industrialism, -1914 Industrialism, : (1957 Eugene V. Debs), Salvatore inquires more thoroughly into the environmental and social forces that molded Debs's thinking. Thus Salvatore finds Debs's transition from middle-class traditional values to socialism more evolutionary than did Ginger's analysis, and provides additional insight into the Socialist leader's vacillating character and the internal squabbles which plagued and divided the Socialist party.
The result is an impressive, stimulating book. Debs emerges not as a saint or martyr, but as a sensitive, dedicated human being complete with ambiguities, frailties, indecision, and contradictions. Transcending all are Debs's devotion to humane ideals; his search for complete manhood; his love of ordinary working-class people; his growing outrage at the exploitative features of industrial capitalism and its threat to
